The 2008 Visualization Technical Achievement Award goes to David Laidlaw, Brown University, in recognition of outstanding technical work in the area of multi-valued data visualization.
David Laidlaw
Brown University Award Recipient 2008 Biography David H. Laidlaw is a professor of computer science at Brown University. He received his PhD from Caltech in computer science, where his research centered around how to extract geometric geometric information from volumetric magnetic resonance imaging data and how to optimally acquire such data. He then did three years of postdoctoral research in the Caltech Division of Biology applying image and acquisition results to help advance research in developmental neurobiology.
Dr. Laidlaw has long been interested in the application of computational and visaulzation tools to science. Starting in high school, he has developed collaborations with researchers in many disciplines, including biophysics, developmental neurobiology, evolutionary biology, medical imaging, neuropathology, orthopedics, art, cognitive science, remote sensing, and fluid mechanics. Applications from other disciplines give a real-world direction to computational research and are also compelling because they can provide concrete answers to questions about how our world works. Through these collaborations, he has been studying how computers can help scientists, developing new computational applications, and improving our understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of these applications.
Some research problems of particular interest to Prof. Laidlaw are visualization and modeling of multivalued multidimensional imaging data, comparisons of virtual and nonvirtual environments for scientific tasks, and applications of art, perception, and cognition to visualization.
Dr. Laidlaw has published more than 70 peer-reviewed journal and conference papers, has served on or co-chaired dozens of conference committees, and has been an associate editor of IEEE Transactions on Visualization and Computer Graphics. He has been a recipient of several bestposter, best-case-study, and best-panel awards from IEEE Visualization, two best-student-poster awards from ACM SIGGRAPH, and placed first with a collaborative submission to the 2008 NSF/Science International Science and Engineering Visualization Challenge.
